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Lt. Governor Polito Signs Community Compact Agreement with Town of Wenham
Agreement ensures mutual accountability, sharing of best practices
                                                                      
BOSTON – Today, Lieutenant Governor Karyn Polito signed a Community Compact agreement with Wenham Board of Selectmen Chair Catherine Harrison.

“The Commonwealth is excited to announce our new partnership with the Town of Wenham,” said Lieutenant Governor Polito. “We look forward to working with local officials to implement their chosen best practices in capital planning and citizen engagement.”

Community Compacts are one tool the administration is utilizing to strengthen the partnership between cities and towns and the Commonwealth. By entering a Community Compact, a community agrees to implement self-selected best practices. As part of this partnership, the Commonwealth agrees to fulfill a set of commitments and works to provide assistance for a community based on their chosen best practice.

"Wenham is thrilled to be a part of the community compact initiative being implemented by the Baker administration,” said Catherine Harrison, Chair of the Wenham Board of Selectmen. “As a small town, we are always striving to adopt best practices in municipal governance and this program will provide us with the resources that we need to meet those standards and accomplish some long-standing goals in terms of how we engage with our residents and plan for the future.” 

Through its Compact, officials from the Town of Wenham will work with the Commonwealth to implement the following best practices:

· Capital Planning:  A multi-year capital plan that reflects a community’s needs, is reviewed annually and reflects the community’s ability to pay.   

· Citizen Engagement:  A documented strategy for deploying technology solutions, including a public communication strategy and a professional development strategy, to ensure that internal resources can effectively engage with users via technology.

The Community Compact is a voluntary, mutual agreement entered into between the Baker-Polito Administration and individual cities and towns of the Commonwealth.  In a Community Compact, a community will agree to implement a best practice they select from across a variety of areas. The Compact also articulates the commitments the Commonwealth will make on behalf of all communities, including helping the community attain their chosen best practice.  For more information or to apply for a Community Compact go to www.mass.gov/ccc.
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